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KIMBERLEY ALCOHOL BANS 
Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin � Minister for Racing and Gaming) [9.09 am]: In May and July of last year, 
the leaders of the Kimberley communities of Noonkanbah and Bow River wrote to my predecessor, Hon 
Ljiljanna Ravlich, MLC, requesting alcohol bans for their respective communities. The requests related to 
section 175 of the Liquor Control Act, which provides for a regulation to be made declaring a restricted area and 
prohibiting the possession and consumption of alcohol in the restricted area. After the necessary consultation 
with the community, police and the relevant local shires, I travelled to the Noonkanbah community on 16 July 
and to the Bow River community on the following day to inform those communities that I was satisfied that 
alcohol bans were in the best interests of each community. The bans came into effect on Saturday, 25 July, and 
each will run for an initial period of two years.  

An important aspect of any decision to implement an alcohol ban is the strength and resolve of the community to 
support the bans and the capability of police to enforce them. In this respect I was very heartened at the 
determination of both Dickie Cox at Noonkanbah and Kathy Ramsey at Bow River to deal with the impact of 
alcohol abuse in their communities. I was also greatly encouraged�this is very important�by the obvious 
support of the young people in these communities, who will be tomorrow�s leaders. I was also pleased with the 
strong commitment from police at Fitzroy Crossing and Warmun to make sure these bans are effectively 
enforced.  

This action follows similar alcohol bans previously introduced in the Wangkatjungka, Oombulgurri and Jigalong 
communities, which, from all reports that I have received, have led to remarkable improvements in the lives of 
community members.  
 


